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Seminar Attendee Demographics
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Polling Questions

A pop-up Zoom window will appear with the poll questions

You must complete all questions before clicking to submit

⇢ Remember to scroll down to see all the questions!

We will share the poll results after a few minutes

Your responses will remain anonymous 



RCC Live Feature

This month we are spotlighting the 3 RCCs of our Cultural 
Compliance Alliance Presenters!

https://youtube.com/shorts/V6CllUj093Q?feature=share

Latino Recovery Advocacy 

Miami Recovery Project

https://youtu.be/l-f2437JTH0

https://youtube.com/shorts/V6CllUj093Q?feature=share
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1KdWgfUWqMzbBTvQ4Zjb0l1vOB6EsR86BP2iy76piYZqLyqs0CRpeqo4GBgZOFyIrjpPVjIlNNofs-zAddNnRyVv03hD2s9I1qkmjYhMROO8pv_zF9K_WUGfoUUCYaE--gxGt96TFNDsIhK_IAxbrLOb1nvOQS9LXCrS-u71e-FNcUpeM3zUG2aVqFnwXnBTKZ4JCxxsggGCsHAUpXNNdfy1nJUAiHPZ8lExTjOkDqJrvvksbzWUJITKDqWn2jyY457s9Na3PCjHnAygtVqNlf4jkSImbVAR18t9dJJ0VOYQ0YseeYF4zmPEC02-__t1S/https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fl-f2437JTH0


Presenter

Dr. Miguel Pinedo
Assistant Professor, Chair - Kinesiology and Health Education

University of Texas, Austin



Improving use of alcohol treatment 
services among Latinos

Miguel Pinedo, PhD

Assistant Professor
University of Texas at Austin



7

4

6

2 2

4

8

4

6

3

1

3

6

3 3

1 1

2

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Any alcohol treatment Alcoholics anonymous Specialty alcohol
treatment

Hospital/clinic Private physician Mental health services

White Black Latino
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Source: National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2015-2017



Why aren’t Latinos 

going to specialty 

treatment?

Less likely to 

have health 

insurance

Greater 

logistical 

barriers

Lower socio-

economic 

status

Language 

barriers



Why aren’t Latinos 

going to specialty 

treatment?

Cultural 

Factors

Low 

problem 

recognition

Low 

perceived 

treatment 

efficacy

Recovery 

goals

Tx 

stigma 

Lack of 

social 

support



Barriers to Specialty 

Alcohol Treatment 

Scale (BSAT)

Attitudes

Sub. Norms 

Perceived 

controls

•Cultural Factors

• Immigration-issues

•Acculturation

• Perceived treatment efficacy

• Problem recognition

• Recovery goals

• Treatment stigma

• Support from family 

• Support from friends

• Paying for treatment

• Language concerns

• Transportation concerns

•Work-related concerns

•Home responsibilities

• Time-related concerns



Concluding ThoughtsPreliminary Findings: Latinos vs. Whites

Treatment 

Stigma

Compared to White participants, Latinos were more likely to report barriers related to:

Lack of family 

support
Cultural Factors Immigration-

related issues



Conclusions

• Barriers related to culture, attitudes, and 

subjective norms may have a greater influence 

on Latinos’ treatment seeking behaviors than 

barriers related to access and affordability. 

• Cultural tailored specialty treatment services 

may be key to increasing use among Latinos.

• Integration of alcohol and substance use 

treatment services in non-medical settings.



This is from our September seminar:

- slides: https://www.recoveryanswers.org/assets/r24_survey_results_-_part_1_-_final.pdf

- video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6RauPq-8pM

Reminder of Relevant RCC Findings

o 1 in 5 RCC participants identify as Black (22.5%)

o 1 in 5 RCC participants identify as Hispanic or Latino (21%)

Demographics of RCC participants

Actions by RCC staff

o 1 in 2 RCCs report in engaging in targeted outreach efforts towards 
BIPOC in their community  (49%)

https://www.recoveryanswers.org/assets/r24_survey_results_-_part_1_-_final.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6RauPq-8pM


Presenters: Leaders of Cultural Compliance Alliance

Yamila Rollan Escalona
Founder of Yaya Por Vida

Angelo Lagares
Founder of Latino Recovery Advocacy

Thomas Guerra
Founder of Miami Recovery Project



The Importance of Cultural Elements 
in Building Recovery Communities

LARA

YAYA POR VIDA

MIAMI RECOVERY PROJECT 

Diversity
Equity

Inclusion
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Curriculum adapted for this 
presentation on behalf of 
Latino Recovery Advocacy | 
Original Author: Angelo 
LAGARES
Copyright 2022

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © 2022



What do we 
accomplish as a team?

► Culturally Responsive Compliance (CRC) for Recovery 
Support Services Project Partners:

► Purpose: Explore current state/federal regulations to 
implementing cultural/linguistic services, translation, 
and responsiveness. Develop guides and tool kits for 
recovery support services that follow 
recommendations from CRC committee 
#culturallyresponsivecompliance

► Enacting change in drug-related politics, legislation 
and policies for the improvement of communities of 
color

► Composed of LARA, Yaya por Vida Foundations, and 
Miami Recovery Project. 
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Learning 
Objectives 

What is the Cultural 
Compliance Alliance 

History of War 
on Drugs 

Cultural 

Elements

Cultural 

Elements: Language

ROSC Peers building recovery 
capital for all communities 

Building RCOs with 
culturally linguistically 
responsive elements 

Culturally Responsive 
System of Outreach 
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OUR STORIES
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What barriers has the war on drugs created for 
people working together in the recovery space?

https://www.menti.com/al418xxs6yx1

Open the Zoom chat by going to the Zoom toolbar at 

the bottom of the Zoom window and clicking “Chat”

Word Cloud: How to Participate

1. Open the Zoom Chat and click the link posted by 

Lili Massac

2. OR go to www.menti.com and enter the code 4176 

3104

3. On the following page, enter up to three words 

that represent a barrier (e.g. stigma) and then click 

Submit.

4. You will then be able to view all participants’ 

responses

http://www.menti.com/
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Elements of Culture

Recovery
Services

Recovery
Oriented

Systems of
Care

Language Norms

Rituals

Values

Symbols

Beliefs

Customs
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Cultural 
elements:language

► First Attempt of Advocacy for People of 
Color suffering from SUD – origins of 
Harm Reduction at a large scale

► Us Government never formally 
recognized their efforts as advocates 
and healers of their community

► Transformed the Modern Medical , 
Housing and Education System to 
respect the rights of people of color

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © 2022



A Peer is Essential in…

❖ Building Recovery Communities
❖ Implementing Culturally

& Linguistic Responsive ROSC
❖ Creating Recovery Capital 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © 2022



Bilingual
Peer

Spanish
Outreach 

Coordinator
Recovery 

Capital Building

Through 
Community
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Culturally Responsive 
System of Outreach 

Information: Social Media, 
Internet, Dissemination

Culturally adapted
Education and training

Support lines, help
with professionals and
community members 

Community Leaders: 
Pastors, religious leaders, 
doctors, RCOs, Behavioral 

Health Centers

Political Representatives:
Ministers, Congress, 

Governors, Town Hall 
Meetings
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Culturally & Linguistically
Compliant
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Narcan en Español
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © 2022



Resources
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © 2022



How to Collaborate with us:

• Use us as direct connection to free public resources
• Contact Us to collaborate with us on enacting legislative 

change, community engagement 
• Reach Out to us for at cost DEI consulting, translation 

services, curriculum creation, technical assistance, audits, 
guest speaking events and compliance strategy building. 

• Donate! Paypal us at paypal.me/lararecovery. 
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Let’s reflect on:

• The millions of lives that we lost to the 
war on drugs in the last 80 years

• How we will create systems that are 
inclusive/diverse

• How we will build RCO’s that are cultural 
and linguistically appropriate 

Addiction doesn’t discriminate. Health 
disparities kill. It is a basic human right to 
have access to information, education and 
treatment.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © 2022



Angelo Lagares – LARA
info@lararecovery.org

Thomas Guerra – Miami Recovery Project 
Thomas@miamirecoveryproject.org

Yamila C Rollan Escalona – Yaya por Vida 
connect@yayaporvida.org
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1. Recovery Capital – William White
2. Angelo Lagares: The Importance of Cultural Elements Building RCOs

3. William White: Recovery Managament
4. Bringing Recovery Support to Scale: SAMHSA

5. Michelle Alexander. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. (New York: The New Press, 2010), 51.
6."Richard Nixon: Special Message to the Congress on Drug Abuse Prevention and Control". Archived from the original on December 12, 2013. Retrieved December 

2013.
7. "The United States War on Drugs". web.stanford.edu. Archived from the original on January 6, 2019. Retrieved January 21, 2019.

8. Westhoff, Lotte Berendje Rozemarijn (2013). Ronald Reagan's War on Drugs: A Policy Failure But A Political Success (MA). Leiden University. hdl:1887/21802. 
Retrieved November 29, 2021

9. Webb, Gary (1998). Dark Alliance: The CIA, The Contras, and the Crack Cocaine Explosion. USA: Seven Stories Press. p. ix. ISBN 1-888363-68-1.
10.. ^ Webb, Gary (1998). Dark Alliance: The CIA, The Contras, and the Crack Cocaine Explosion. USA: Seven Stories Press. p. 443. ISBN 1-888363-68-11.^ Webb, Gary 
(1998). Dark Alliance: The CIA, The Contras, and the Crack Cocaine Explosion. USA: Seven Stories Press. pp. 443–444. ISBN 1-888363-68-1.
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Takeways & Discussion

• We are still feeling the affects of historical 
discrimination during the War on Drugs

• Community support is key to fostering recovery and 
combatting stigma

• We must be proactively outreaching to Latino and 
Hispanic communities and integrating cultural 
elements into RCCs


