Study Fact Sheet
Thank you for your interest in our nationwide survey on recovery community centers (RCCs)
and organizations (RCOs).
In the text below we provide you with information about our survey study so that you can
decide if this is something you would like to participate in.

Why is this research being done?
The purpose of this research study is two-fold:
1. To gain insight into the types of recovery community centers (RCCs) that exist, and
the communities which they serve.
2. To gain feedback from RCC leadership about potential outcome measures that could
be used to capture the positive impact RCCs make on the individuals and
communities they serve.
This study will involve approximately 100 centers and organizations across the United
States. This study is one of the many activities that are part of our initiative to advance the
science on recovery community centers (https://www.recoveryanswers.org/addictionresearch-summaries/building-research-infrastructure/), as funded by the National Institute
on Drug Abuse (R24DA051988).
We are asking you to participate in this study because you are a director of an RCC, or have
been asked by the director of your RCC to provide feedback on behalf of your RCC.

What will happen in this research study?
Participation in this study consists of taking the survey that follows this introduction. This
survey will be done in two parts:
•
•

Part 1: we will ask you questions about your RCC.
Part 2: we will ask you about your opinion about potential measures that could be
used to measure the impact of RCCs

The survey takes about 45-60 minutes to complete in total. You can complete it in one
sitting or pick up where you left off at a later time.
Please know that your participation in this study is completely voluntary. You may, of
course, also withdraw from this study at any point. Withdrawal from this study will in no
way impact your clinical care at the Mass General Brigham, now or in the future, nor will it
impact your participation in the other R24 activities.

What are the risks and/or benefits of participating in this study?
There are two risks in participating in this study:
1. You may feel uncomfortable answering questions: please know that you may skip
questions you are uncomfortable answering.
2. Breach of confidentiality: we believe this risk to be minimal, because we are
collecting data via technologies that are fully HIPAA compliant, and because our
study staff is properly trained in the importance of confidentiality and in the
protection of human research subjects.
There are three benefits to participating in this study:
1. Your study participation will provide knowledge about RCCs, which will help raise
awareness of RCCs and the important contribution they can make in providing
support for individuals in recovery from problematic substance use.
2. You may learn about new recovery outcome measures that could be useful to you
and your center.
3. Your feedback would help guide scientists in selecting appropriate outcome
measures that can capture the positive impact of RCCs.

Will I be paid for my study participation?
Yes. Upon survey completion, you will receive $50.
To pay you, we will mail you a check to your US mailing address. For that, we will need to
know your social security number, as we are required to keep a record of research
remuneration amounts for tax purposes, if the remuneration exceeds $50, as it does in this
study.
Please note that it takes approximately 10 business days after you complete your survey for
the check to be mailed out to you. We will send you an email when we have received your
survey and requested our accounting department to mail out the check to you.

What else do I need to know?
We are required by the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) to
protect the privacy of health information obtained for research. This is an abbreviated
notice, and does not describe all details of this requirement. During this study, identifiable
information about you or your health will be collected and shared with the researchers
conducting the research. In general, under federal law, identifiable health information is
private. However, there are exceptions to this rule. In some cases, others may see your
identifiable health information for purposes of research oversight, quality control, public
health and safety, or law enforcement. We share your health information only when we
must, and we ask anyone who receives it from us to protect your privacy.

Who can I contact if I have questions or concerns about this study?
If you have questions about the study, our study staff can be reached at (617) 724-7932 or
hvsimpson@mgh.harvard.edu.
If you have concerns or complaints about this research and its procedures, risks and
benefits, you may contact the Principal Investigators of this study, Drs. Bettina Hoeppner
and John Kelly at (617) 643-1988 or bhoeppner@mgh.harvard.edu or
jkelly11@mgh.harvard.edu.
If you would like to speak to someone not involved in this research, please contact the Mass
General Brigham Human Research Committee at (857) 282-1900.

